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The book Description
Proud City tells us that we currently live in a millennial age, precipitating all manner of cultural and political re-evaluation.
Society secretly divides: half the population is composed of mindless whips without direction or responsibility. These youthful revolutionaries propose to break free of the shackles of the "oldies" and revise society and laws according to their own ideas…."If only the youth could lead the world, everything would be all right!".
Will they succeed in their new cultural revolution? Proud City proposes a reasonable solution to all the world's problems.
This book is one that can be read in many different ways rather than having a single, rigid meaning.

Publication Date: November 2002 Publisher: iUniverse.com
Edition:
Format: Paperback, 231 pages
ISBN: 0595257844

[image: image1.jpg]




Book Reviews: Proud City
The world of The Youth 
The book Proud City from Amo Sulaiman shows us a possible picture of our future. This world is controlled by powerful enterprises, which want to turn the young people into business thinking machines. The spirit of that world is very low. Everything is managed by the economy. Also the schools are used to put children into that society. Families become the only possibility to have social contacts. But work takes over the whole life of the old people. Their children are occupied with school and raised by computers. Society is divided into three classes, the high, the middle and the low class. There’s a huge difference between rich and poor. But there’s hope for society. The author of the book shows us a solution for all the problems: to give the power to the youth! 

Proud city is a model, it could be every city. Are the youth really the last hope for a society like it was shown there? Are the old people not intelligent enough to see that the society is going worse, they have years of experience? 

These questions are not easy to answer. It is a fact that a child can think different than old people do. A little child is free of all social problems, free of anger, free of social pressure, a child has no prejudice. But when a child becomes older it is getting more and more influenced by other people and the society. 

On the other side, old people have a lot of experience. They learned how to survive on this planet, they made mistakes in their lives and they passed bad periods. So the youth are between these both groups, they’re not as influenced and they can see how society works. Old people acquire all their experience in their society, they’re used to live in such a society every day. They have all sorts of habits and see big changes as a danger. They won’t ask themselves a lot of questions if their society is good or not. For the youth, not all the things are obvious. They ask themselves questions, they see society different. 

The youth in the book have different point of views about society, because they all have different social backgrounds. But most of them can see the problems that this society has. They ask themselves, if it is normal to treat people like products, as an example. They realize the invasion of businesses in their school. Their parents are too busy to realize such things. 

So people should hear what the youth think about the society, it would perhaps open their eyes and give them another point of view for many things. 

---------
Proud City….A milestone in Modern Literature 
Proud City is for me a milestone in modern literature, because the writer, Amo Sulaiman. creates a new and very exiting style for writing books. He, who is a graduated doctor of philosophy, shows with his book that he could pack complex reasoning and theories into a story with different persons where characters are not like in common literature but are more symbols for philosophic, economic and sociological theories and perspectives. 

The book shows us a way how humanity can live on for another two thousand years. On this point I want to make remarks on the author's view about economics. I was surprised how clear he thinks about the economical principles and relations of private and public organizations. He says that there is a big brotherhood between them and that they can influence our whole society with their goals of profit, public needs and customer satisfactions which become more and more inhuman. Moreover this brotherhood will finally destroy our future. This part of the book expresses a very interesting theory.. He says that the only way to kill this brotherhood is to have a complete switch of all employees after five years, applying to all job sectors and including even a governement. The outcome, he points out, is a decrease in unemployment and an increase in efficiency. In my 

opinion such drastic changes are today good an sometimes necessary to cause an effect.

C.L.S.

---------
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Proud City.... 
Proud City is the story of an unaware revolution which I believe is taking place not only in this novel but even in our real world. That’s why it makes the book most exciting to read. This book review is divided in three parts, starting with the literature-remarks about the author and his background. In continuing with the chronological content-overview summary, I will link the first part with the last, so that anybody who didn’t read the book will be able to follow and get interested to read the novel himself/herself. 

Literature-Remarks
Proud City is the first novel of Amo Sulaiman, who is living in Switzerland and accomplished the Doctorate in Philosophy at the University of Berne. In the dedication of the book, the author mentions the aim to write something non-philosophical according to his mother’s wish. Examining the novel carefully shows that the background and meaning of the elements in the story are nonetheless highly philosophical. But it is up to a reader to read the novel as a fictional story and feel the aftereffects as visions, excitement, happiness, frustration, hope and a new point of view on our world’s problems and challenges. To comprehend the philosophical message of the novel, a detail reading is necessary to find all the links from the first page to the last, connecting fictitious entities to pointviews. For example, the title of the novel states the geographical place where the events are taking place in, but there is more to say about Proud City: it could be any city in the world and it could even be a family or a person. I think the author states ‘Proud City’ often in the novel as a term for our society with all its advantages and disadvantages, showing that for one more time human beings believe that they have found solutions for any problems. This gives reasons to be proud, but pride is already a main element in all-existing systems. As the novel ‘Proud City’ describes, everything would be all right if the youth governs the world, and several problems cannot be solved with simple keys. Often dialogues and discussions are stated in full detail to show the complexity of certain topics. All the unsaid thoughts are recorded in the book as an important part of self-communication and printed in italics. To combine these two main writing-elements, a narrative storytelling is used. 

Content 
Summarizing the story into chronological order is not done in the book, but it helps to have a coherent understand; it follows: 

Charles, a policeman, is on duty when they have an emergency case to handle. Together with Alex he has the mission to arrest a young man with a gun in a discount store of Proud City. An accident occurs when the capitulating gangster throws down his gun, which mistakingly shoots Charles. Charles is transferred to hospital and his friend Alex wants to visit him along with the patient’s wife, Elizabeth. They don’t get to see him, even though Alex’s police-outfit does impress many. Unfortunately Elizabeth has a collapse and is treated so badly, that a whole police-escort is organised to fulfil a hospital-transfer! When Charles recovers he does not see any sense of going back to his job, instead he wants to change something in his city and sees a big chance in the youth. That’s how the idea is born to open up a restaurant mainly for young people without a name linked to food, but called All-in-One. This fast food place has the purpose to stand up for young adults, teenager, children and the fetus. Everybody aged less than twenty is served right away, others have to wait in line. The target audiences are people living in middlebrow, as the main entrance is directed this way of Proud City’s suburb, which means that they are people between the rich (highbrow) and the poor (lowbrow). 

Every five years the staff changes, and this guarantees that young people could get a job. Martin is one of them. The restaurant also has a back door for customers, after-hours services! The aim of this restaurant is to get the young people together, who desire to flee from the adult world and have a place to discuss and be amongst themselves. This certainly carries fruits as the youth get to know one another from different parts of the city and get to learn how different perspectives could be brought up in a discussion. Many of them come from families with difficult situations, and they long for a world that would be all right! Another problem is the differences between the Big Time Believers and Technology-Freaks. For example, Virus, one of the young people who is very often in All-in-One because there are computers there, is a computer-freak and has a lot of knowledge of how to misuse the system to gain power in the world of adults. He could manipulates the career and schedules of their parents and friends fully committed to the adult world of Big Time Believers. This a new perspective is opened up for the new generation to find their place in society of Proud City. As a result an organization is founded where only young people would work, called after the name of Proud City itself which grows all over the world. 
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A General Opinion
Some positive aspects in my point of view are already stated in the previous paragraphs. Furthermore I think the division of the story in a non-chronological way is very clever to keep up an eager reader to go on and find out what it is all about. At first I must say that in reading the book I did not realize the time-differences (before or after opening the restaurant, All-in-One) among the different chapters until I got to the conclusion of the story, where Charles has the idea of the restaurant while thinking about his life in hospital (which is in chapter 9 of totally 11)! I couldn’t read the story in one go and had to push myself in order to know more about the story – I believe with more action the novel would be read in one go. This would make it easier to get the characters in the right relationships, as you often lose the information quickly about interrelated issues if you read a book in several approaches. I guess in rereading the novel, the problem of knowing who is who would be minimized. The aim of the author in chapter 6 about “Circularities”, which could be skipped by average readers without loosing any important information on the overall-coherence of the story, is to show how the young have a different scientific conception of the universe. 

In all, very often people don’t talk with each other in the novel, but cry at each other. I don’t mind this, but I ask myself if our generation is really that loud? At least, many different point of views are described and included in this work. I appreciate the story for its openness to all kinds of ideas and opinions, even the Christian faith, which is, by the way, not always in a non-prejudged context. Stated ‘all in one’, I recommend this novel: Proud City! 

by Jonathan Somandin 

